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BOT: CSU should meet needs of Affordable Care Act 


The Board of Trustees 
discusses ways to 
attract and graduate 
more nursing students. 


By CrysTAL NIEBLA 
Assistant News Editor 


The Affordable Care Act has 
prompted the Cal State University to 
recruit more nurses. 

At Tuesday’s CSU Board of Trust- 
ees meeting, the Board discussed the 
CSU’s need to alleviate impacted nurs- 
ing programs and accommodate for 
new demands created by the Afford- 
able Care Act. 

The Board discussed possible chang- 


es and improvements for the CSU’s 
nursing programs, including finding 
ways to attract new nursing faculty to 
alleviate impacted programs and im- 
proving communication between the 
CSU’s nursing programs and hospitals. 

“Primarily, it’s a lack of funding, a 
shortage in nursing faculty and [an] in- 
sufficient number of clinical training ex- 
periences that keep nursing enrollments 


too low for us to meet our nation’s health- 
care needs,” said Christine Mallon, as- 
sistant vice chancellor for Academic 
Programs and Faculty Development. 
Currently, there are more than 3 
million nurses in the nation, but an es- 
timated 1.2 million additional nurses 
will be needed by 2020, Mallon said. 
Mallon said that the nonprofit Insti- 
tute of Medicine recommends that 80 


percent of registered nurses be trained 
at a bachelor’s degree level and that the 
number of nurses who hold doctorate 
degrees should be doubled. 

“Nurses represent the largest seg- 
ment of the healthcare workforce,” she 
said. 

Cal State Long Beach. nursing 


See BOT, Page 2 


Music from 
the heart 


Spare Parts for Broken Hearts 
band member Laurita Guaico, 
left, and drummer Tosha Jones 
perform on the University Stu- 
dent Union Southwest Terrace 
as part of the Noontime Concert 
Series on Wednesday. 
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A migrating market 


Senior linguistics major Karina Ibarra, left, samples candied ginger 
at Wednesday's farmer's market. The farmer's market will alternate 
between the Friendship Walk and SRWC plaza. See story, page 2. 


Students 
spend a 
day with 
disabilities 
“A Day in Our Shoes,” 


organized by ASI, 
attracts 117 people. 


By NIcoLaAs RopRIGUEZ 


AND DANIEL SERRANO 
Staff Writers 


If your buddy across the aisle was 
tuning you out during class yesterday, 
don’t be upset. He could have been 
experiencing what it’s like to be deaf. 

Students across campus spent the 
day living with simulated disabilities 
as part of the “A Day in Our Shoes” 
event, hosted by Associated Students 
Inc. 

ASI Secretary of Disability Affairs 
Christopher Vickery said the event’s 
purpose was to give students first- 
hand experience of a day in the life of 
a disabled student. 

“The purpose of the event is to give 
the campus community an enlight- 
ening perspective in disabilities by 
physically immersing in them,” Vick- 
ery said. 

Vickery said 117 people partici- 
pated in the event, which simulated 
disabilities such as deafness, paraple- 
gia, schizophrenia, blindness, visual 
impairment and cerebral palsy. 

Disabled Student Services, Student 


Health Services, ASI and Disable 
Students at Large lent the event four 
wheelchairs, three pairs of crutches, 
arm slings, blindfolds and 100 pairs 
of earplugs for participants to use, ac- 
cording to Vickery. 

Vickery said that the high turnout 
of the event might lead to its being 
held more often. 

“It wasn’t just able-bodied people; 
even DSS students and faculty simu- 
lated disabilities,” he said. “We’re 
planning to do this every semester.” 

Nikki Estanol, assistant secretary 
of disability affairs, simulated being 
deaf during a class lecture. She said 
she wasn’t sure how to interact with 
students. 

“Overall it was pretty difficult, 
and I felt a little insecure,” she said. 
“T didn’t know if people were talking 
to me, and I didn’t want to be rude. 
I had no idea how loud I was. It was 


See Drsasizittes, Page 3 
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Farmer’s market to 
move to Friendship 
Walk once a month 


The event’s location 
will alternate between 
the SRWC Plaza and 
the Friendship walk. 


By JESUS GONZALEZ 


AND DANIEL SERRANO 
Staff Writers 


Students and faculty walking by the 
University Student Union yesterday 
might have noticed a long row of pop- 
up tents stocked with a variety of fruits, 
nuts and prepared foods. In one month’s 
time, they’ll see the same thing. 

The bimonthly farmer’s market will 
now alternate its location between 
the Student Recreation and Well- 
ness Center Plaza and the Friendship 
Walk, the long corridor in front of the 
USU’s lower-campus entrance, said 
Jose Castillo, Associated Students 
Inc. special events commissioner. 

Castillo said the decision to move 
the farmer’s market came after stu- 
dents complained the SRWC Plaza 
was an inconvenient location. 

“Students were complaining it was 
too far at the [SRWC]. Some students 
didn’t: even know. it was. there,” he 
said. “Here, you pass down the stairs 
and automatically you’re like, ‘Oh 
look, there’s something going on.’” 

Though there is no method of 
tracking student attendance at the 
farmer’s market, Castillo said the 
move has created an obvious increase 
of student traffic. 

“We noticed there was an increase 
in overall students,” he said. “A lot of 
people said that [students] just seemed 
to be in brighter spirits.” 

Travis Huff, who was working the 
Nuttin’ Butter booth at the farmer’s mar- 
ket on Wednesday, said the location in 
front of the USU draws more students. 

“This is unbelievably more full 
of traffic; there is no comparison,” 
he said. “People that are walking by 
right now is probably like a full hour 
of people at the [SRWC].” 

Huff said students appear to be 


more open to shopping at the Friend- 
ship Walk and not just passing 
through on their way to the gym. 

“The students here are either on 
their way to class or from class,” he 
said. “[Students] have their back- 
packs; they are in more of a nosy-type 
of mood ... Near the [SRWC], people 
are going to the gym and might not 
be as concerned with what we are do- 
ing.” 

Lisa McCulloch, who was working 
the Good Cookies and Beyond booth, 
agreed. 

“T love this location,’ she said. 


“There are so many more people. By - 


the gym, it seems like everyone is just 
here to work out. Nobody wants to 
buy cookies when they are working 
out, so this is perfect.” 

Guillermo Brito, a vendor for Con- 
scious Foods, said the increased ex- 
posure tends to increase costs, but it’s 
well -worth it. 

“It’s a lot more sampling. It’s more 
exposure, but it’s more cost on our 
side, which I don’t mind,” he said. 
“People get exposed to [our product] 
and end up buying it eventually.” 

Students said they like the new lo- 
cation as well. 

“T think this is centered for all the 
students,” junior psychology major Sa- 
mana Budhathoki said. “Most students 
might find it accessible and don’t have 
to walk as far. [By the SRWC] they 
might not even see it.” 

Junior nutrition and dietetics major 
Joey Medestomas said he thought the 
same. 

“T feel like it’s closer, and there is 
a lot more people over here,” he said. 
“We are right next to the [USU] build- 
ing, so it works better.” 

But all that extra foot traffic can 
make things a little crowded, said 
Luke Hamilton, a senior healthcare 
administration major who said that 
he stopped by the farmer’s market for 
free samples. 

“TAt the SRWC] there are two 
aisles,” he said. “Here it’s just one aisle, 
so it’s a lot more cramped... It’s a little 
harder to get around especially when 
class gets out. It gets pretty crowded. 
People are bumping into each other, 
trying to see what’s going on.” 
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VETERANS DAY CLASS CHANGES 


The campus will be closed on Monday in observance of Veterans Day. All 
classes that meet on Monday will be held during the same time on Tuesday 
instead. All Tuesday classes will be cancelled. 


The purpose of the schedule change is to accommodate classes that meet only 
once a week and would not meet the minimum number of instructional hours 


because of cancellation. 


Students with a scheduling conflict that may cause them to miss ae on Tuesday 


are advised to notify their ees 


_ ee by News Editor Fane accen 
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Trustees discuss impacted nursing programs during the Board meeting in Dumke Auditorium Tuesday. 


BOT 


Continued from Page 1 


professor Margaret Brady also said 
that many hospitals now require nurses 
to have a bachelor’s degree. 

Mallon said that community colleges 
that offer associate degrees in nursing 
are a great resource pool for the CSU to 
attract nursing faculty and encourage stu- 
dents to earn a bachelor’s degree. She said 
that there are not enough nurses extend- 
ing their education to a bachelor’s degree 
once they earn an associate degree. 


Mallon said that the CSU should in- 
vest in clinical training opportunities 


_ that are required for nursing students 


to earn their licenses. 

She also said that the cost of resourc- 
es, such as simulation labs, and a high 
student-to-faculty ratio make the CSU 
nursing programs needy for funding. 

“The state doesn’t fund at the level of 
the cost that’s required,” she said. “To at- 
tract and obtain future faculty, we need to 
be able to pay faculty salaries that com- 
pete with what nurses can earn in clinical 
practice and in administration roles.” 

Mallon said that it is difficult to attract 
nursing faculty because they make more 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
~ FOR SPRING 2014 
applications now open 


Interviews will be on Nov. 20 


Questions? Contact Kristine McGowan 
eicd49er@gmail.com or call 562-985-7998 


money by going into clinical practice in- 
stead. More nursing faculty opt for clini- 
cal practice, she said, despite the fact that 
the CSU is open to negotiating salary. 

Brady said that nurses who are fac- 
ulty members tend to also work at a 
hospital or another healthcare agency. 

She also said that nurses tend to leave 
their jobs as faculty members to generate 
a higher salary elsewhere and keep up 
with the high cost of living in California. 

When it comes to nurses making a 
decision between which job to choose, 
Brady said that nurses have to ask 
themselves, “What’s best for me and 
for my family?” 
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Car hits LBT bus, suspect 
flees from scene on 
West Campus Drive 


By CrystTAL NIEBLA 
Assistant News Editor 


University Police responded to a hit- 
and-run on the corner of West Campus 
Drive and Seventh Street at around 
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, University Po- 
lice Lt. Richard Goodwin said. 

According to University Police 
Officer Rodney Dickerson, the driver 
damaged a Long Beach Transit bus and 
fled northbound on West Campus Drive. 

University Police did not have a 
description of the suspect’s vehicle, 
Dickerson said. Police will review 
cameras to identify the vehicle and 
driver, he said. 


Thefts on Halloween 

Two bicycles and an excavator bat- 
tery were stolen on Oct. 31, according 
to Goodwin. 

According to Goodwin, a Trek 
bicycle was reported stolen from the 
College of Business Administration 
bicycle racks at 3:20 p.m., and another 
bicycle was stolen from the K inesiol- 


ogy building bicycle racks at 2:14 p.m. 
The excavator battery was stolen 
from Parking Lot 14 at 8:20 a.m., 
Goodwin said. 
Police reports were filed for all of 
the thefts, Goodwin said. 


“Supergirl” goes to the hospital 

University Police respond to a report 
of a woman dressed in a “Supergirl” 
costume, who was pulling fire alarms 
on Oct. 30, Goodwin said. 

The woman was not arrested, Good- 
win said. She was taken to Long Beach 
Community Hospital because officers 
felt that she was in need of mental 
evaluation, Goodwin said. 


Students party in the McIntosh 
Humanities building 

University Police responded to a 
report of “loud party sounds” coming 
from the McIntosh Humanities building 
at 7:46 p.m. on Oct. 30, Goodwin said. 

According to Goodwin, the more than 
30 students partying in Room 302 were 
heard chanting, “Drink! Drink! Drink!” 

The students were warned and 
advised, Goodwin said. 


ita 
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University Police say an excavator battery was stolen from Parking Lot 14 on Oct. 31. 


Man on the University Student Union 
roof suspected of being suicidal 

University Police responded to a 
report of a man who was sitting on the 
roof ledge of the University Student 
Union and smoking a cigarette, Good- 
win said. 

Police suspected that the man may 
have been suicidal, Goodwin said. The 


man was taken to Long Beach Com- 
munity Hospital for mental evaluation, 
Goodwin said. 


Property stolen from car at Parking 
Structure 2 

Property that was left in a white 
2005 Honda Accord was reported 
stolen at Parking Structure 2 at 12:46 
p.m. on Tuesday, Goodwin said. 


The property included an iPad, 
laptop, wallet with a driver’s license, 
$40 and other miscellaneous items, 
Goodwin said. 

Goodwin said that the suspect 
gained access into the car through a 
cracked window. A police report was 
filed, he said. 

Photo Editor Todd Johnson contrib- 
uted to this report. 


DISABILITIES 


Continued from Page 1 


interesting.” 

ASI Senator-at-Large Grant Oliver 
used a wheelchair for the day and said 
it presented more challenges than he 
anticipated. 

“Tt’s everything. It’s trying to cross 


streets that don’t have the slants on 
them, getting around in buildings that 
don’t have ramps,” he said. “The small- 
est hills, you don’t really realize when 
you’re walking. Pushing your entire 
body on wheels makes a huge differ- 
ence, and they’re big struggles.” 

Oliver said that people on campus 
should be more aware of their sur- 
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roundings and thoughtful of those with 
disabilities. 

“When I was doing this, people were 
cutting me off,’ he said. “It’s hard to 
stop instantly, especially when you’re 
going uphill. I even got pushed into the 
grass, I got stuck, and I had to force my- 
self out of the hole.” 

Though improvements for handicap 
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campus members have been made, Oli- 
ver said, there are still areas that need 
improvement. 

“Things are getting better in a lot 
of places, but things aren’t where they 
should be,” he said. “It’s not easy.” 

Estanol said that although educat- 
ing all students about the various dis- 
abilities people live with may not be 
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possible, people should be aware and 
mindful of the difficulties others face. 

“There [are a great. number] of dis- 
abilities represented on campus,” Es- 
tanol said. “I think, overall, be kind, 
because you don’t know who’s going 
through what. At least, if you can’t un- 
derstand what they’re going through, 
be open to understanding.” 
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Increasing funding for CSSA would benefit CSU students 


The California State Student As- 
sociation may soon see an increase 
in funding following a proposal 
made by two Cal State Long Beach 
student government representatives. 

On Saturday, Associated 
Students Inc. President John 
Haberstroh and Vice President 
Jonathon Bolin proposed a volun- 
tary $1 to $2 student fee increase 
for CSSA funding. 

If the semesterly fee is passed, 
the resolution could give the CSSA 
nearly $800,000 in additional fund- 
ing. 

According to Bolin, the volun- 

tary fee 
Our VI EW _ increase 
ould 
eats 
CSSA’s ability to serve students. 

“Since I’ve been in CSSA, 
we’ve needed to have a funding 
model because right now, it’s 
just not working out,” Bolin said. 
“We represent more than 400,000 
students, and we have membership 
dues of about $300,000.” 

Haberstroh also said that students 


Because CSSA represents the 
collective interests of all Cal State 
University students, we support the 
proposed fee. 

Let’s face it. CSU students could 
always use a stronger voice in the 
state capitol. 

With the 1 aperease: to CSSA’ s fund- 


Allowing students vio do not want to pay the additional fee the 
ability to opt-out is an added benefit to this proposal. 
Because it is so small compared to the cost of tuition and fees, 


CSSA. 


Before the resolution is voted on in January, we would like 
to see Habestroh and Bolin identify how the increased funding 


we feel all CSU students should want to pay the CSSA fee. 
Before we give our full support to this new fee, though, we'd like to 
minpimndaidiadon “sé exactly where and how the additional revenue would be spent by 


would be allocated. 
If the additional funds go to the paychecks of certain individu- 
als, then our support would fade. 


Our support will continue, however, if the funds go to ensuring 


that the voice of CSU students is heard. 
We’re eager to see what’s in store for this potential fee. 


Separation of church and state is a misunderstood concept 


The idea of separation between church and 
state is one that many Americans, regardless 
of their religious views, see as one of the most im- 
portant aspects of the American political system. 

Many Americans believe that the separation of 
church and state is what makes the U.S. unique 
among countries like England, Spain and France. 

The idea of separation of church and state 
has led to the recent civil case, Greece v. 
Galloway. The case will be taken up by the 
U.S. Supreme Court in hopes of determining 
whether prayer before government meetings is 
constitutional. 

What many Americans do not realize, however, 
is that the separation of church and state is not a 
rule at all. 

Nowhere is it written in any of the nation’s 
laws, including the U.S. Constitution, that 


»..there.must be a separation between church and 
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state. 

The idea did not gain popularity until the 19th 
century. 

In a book entitled “Separation of Church and 
State,” author Phillip Hamburger exposes the 
unique history behind this unwritten rule. 

Contrary to popular belief, 
the idea of the First Amend- 
ment creating this separa- 
tion did not originate at the 
Constitutional Convention. 

Instead, the concept of separation between 
church and state was an idea introduced by 
Thomas Jefferson in a private letter to the Dan- 
bury Baptist Association in 1802. 

It was used by Jefferson supporters to mali- 
ciously attack a Federalist Party clergyman who 
was politically opposing Jefferson. 

When Jefferson wrote this idea down on paper, 
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he was very vague. He gave neither meaning nor 
context to his idea, just simply stating that there 
was a separation of church and state. 

The years following this letter would see many 
people using this accidental ambiguity to their 
political and social advantage. 

The idéa of the separation 
of church and state did not 
apply to religions involved in 
government, as many associ- 
ate it with today. 

Instead, it stood against the organized, central- 
ized and dogmatic authorities of a church, mainly 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

This concept was also used by the Ku Klux 
Klan to further fuel their anti-Catholic sentiment 
in the U.S. ; 

It was not until much later when secularists and 
anti-Christians began to challenge this idea that 
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the U.S. began to think of the separation as it is 
interpreted now. 

The dark political undertones were convenient- 
ly left out of history books and instead substituted 
with the tale of trying to create a system that 
promoted a society where religions were freely 
practiced without fear of government oppression. 

Why should the people of the nation know 
this? 

They need to know the history of the “modern 
myth,” as Hamburger calls it. 

By understanding the truth and the real mo- 
tives behind this unofficial dogma of the U.S., 
Americans can learn from the mistakes of the 
past and come one step closer towards true reli- 
gious tolerance. 

Nick Chavez is a sophomore political science 
major and an assistant opinions editor at the 
Daily 49er. 
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By DANIELLE CARSON 


Diversions Editor 


They thrive off of chips and salsa, Fi- 
ber One bars.and making music. 

Cal State Long Beach freshman film 
major Josh Taylor (vocals and guitar), sopho- 
more communications major Wes Mathison 
(bass) and Hollywood’s Musicians Institute 
student Garret Huff (drums) have been 
friends since before their voices deepened. 

Their band, originally called “You,” 
formed in 2009 and became “The Mod- 
erates” in 2011. They say that they define 
their own genre and sound, which have 
been solidified in their first album, “Co- 
lour,” released on Aug. 6. To make sure 
their fans were well-equipped with the 
lyrics and the groove, they played their 
celebratory release show almost two 
months later — Sunday night at diPiazza’s 
— alongside four other bands, including 
the local Hearts Like Lions. 

“I wish I could live in this moment 
forever,” said Taylor, who was stoked to 
see the crowd singing along as the band 
played fan favorites, including “Where 
Are You,” a heart-wrenching jam that 
magnetically drew the female fans to the 
front of the small yet enthusiastic crowd. 

Before the show, The Moderates 
stepped outside the colorful, friend-filled 
venue to have a word with the Daily 49er. 


What type of genre would you guys 
say you are? 

Garret Huff: Alternative indie rock. 
I’d dub it art rock. Just ‘cause. 


Do you remember the starting mo- 
ment of the band? 

Wes Mathison: 
Well, Garret [Huff] 
and I were both on the 
wrestling team ... so 
one day I go over to 
his house, and he hada 
drum set, and I’m like, 
“Oh no way you have 
a drum set? That’s so 
cool. I play guitar!” 
Then we started jam- 
ming together, and we 
sucked. And it was 
great. And we just 
rocked out, and I was 
like, “Hey, I have a 
buddy, Josh [Taylor], who plays guitar. Let’s 
bring him into the mix.” So Josh started 
jamming with us, and we're just kinda like, 


“I want people to 
sing the chorus 
of our last song 
on the way out.” 


— Josh Taylor, 
vocals, guitar 


DANIELLE Carson | DaiLy 49eR 


Wes Mathison, left, Josh Taylor, right, and Garret Huff of The Moderates shake the walls of DiPi- 
azza’s Sunday night during their celebratory record release show. 


Making The Moderates 


“Let’s start a band.” 

Josh Taylor: And then we kicked Wes 
[Mathison] off guitar and forced him to 
play bass. 


Why did you name yourselves The 
Moderates? 

GH: We were strug- 
gling for weeks com- 
ing up with a new 
band name. I was 
just looking at a the- 
saurus, and the word 
“moderates” came 
up ... It’s like in the 
middle, not extreme 
one way, not extreme 
the other way, and I 
thought that would be 
good for us because 
:. we all kinda have 
different points of 
view, but we all find 
a middle ground and 
work together. So we all find a moderate 
playing field, so we can all get along and 
make some music. 


Do you think that you could ever do 
this for a living? 

GH: That’s what the goal is, anyway. 
JT: I think we’re starting to get there 
at this point. Most of the cover charge 
[for this show] went to us. Some also 
went to diPiazza’s. Playing shows is 
our main source of income and also 
selling all of our wonderful [merchan- 
dise]. 


Where do the influences for your 
songs come from? 

WM: Josh [Taylor] writes it ... but then 
we all come together and collaborate 
on it. Our styles of the music and how 
we were brought up playing music is 
very different. [Huff] taught himself 
drums, Josh [Taylor] has classical 
piano training ... and I taught myself 
bass ... so when we all come together 
.. because of the kind of musicians 
that we are, the way we play it and the 
way it comes out doesn’t fit into any 
genre, and that’s why we have such an 
obscure genre. 

JT: A lot of it comes from different 


Show your support for 


places. Sometimes I’ll write about my 
family, or sometimes I’ll write about 
God and my beliefs ... 
sometimes I’ll write 
about something ran- 
dom or sometimes 
just because it sounds 
good. 

GH: Like listening to 
the lyrics [of “Where 
Are You”] and the 
way it’s written and 
recorded, it sounds 
like [Taylor*was in] a 
really depressive state 
of mind, like “where 
are you? You left me, and life sucks.” But 
then you talk to Josh [Taylor] and he’s like, 
“Eh, it sounded good, so I did it.” 


drums 


What are your favorite bands? 

JT: | grew up on two albums that I just al- 
ways listened to. One of them was Relient 
K’s “Two Lefts Don’t Make A Right But 
Three Do,” and Switchfoot’s “Beautiful Let- 
down.’ That introduced me to rock music. 
WM: Relient K, that was the band that 


Coffee Mugs $7 


covered. 


T-Shirts $13 


Purchase now at SSPA 010B Daily 49er Office - (562)985-5736 


“Right from the 
heart: practice, 
practice, practice. 


— Garret Huff, 


inspired me to play music, so I owe them 
one. 


Are you nervous for the show? 

JT: Yeah, I think that’s what makes it 
so fun. When you stop having those 
nerves, it’s like what’s the point? | 
mean, it diminishes each time you play 
a show. We’re each very comfortable 
with our music and each other on stage, 
sO we can improve very well. 


What type of experience do you want 
your fans to get at your shows? 

GH: High energy, like they can get to 
know us personally. 

WM: It’s not only having good music, 
but when they walk away, they want 
to tell their friends about it. They see 


-us play and say, “That was amazing,” 


and that’s what makes it spread, when 
you’re truly excited about something, 
that’s when you’re gonna share with 
people. 

JT: I want people to sing the chorus of 
our last song on the way out. 


Besides playing music, how would 
you describe your everyday life? 

JT: Chips and salsa. And Fiber One bars. 
GH: Billiards. But not playing billiards 
properly. We make our own rules. 
WM: We’re all just really good friends, 
and we hang out regardless of playing 
music ... and get into shenanigans. 


Any big plans coming up soon? 

JT: We're writing [the next single] right 
now. It should come 
out in a _ couple 
months. It takes a cou- 
ple months to do pre- 
production and record. 


Any advice you 
guys would give to 
aspiring bands? 
GH. I'd say honestly 
right from the heart: 
practice, practice, 
practice. 

WM: You have to 
get good at your instrument individu- 
ally and good with the band, too. 

GH: Expect people are gonna screw 
you over. Keep going. There’s a good 
quote from Winston Churchill: “Suc- 
cess consists of going from failure to 
failure without loss of enthusiasm.” 


“Colour” as well as custom merchan- 
dise from the band can be found at the- 
moderates.storenvy.com/. 


MW ected 


alendar 


Weekend of Nov. 8 


Putnam Spelling Bee 
Tuesday - Sunday 
Showtimes vary 

CSULB Studio Theatre 
Check out the Tony Award- 
winning musical, “Putnam 
Spelling Bee,” directed 

by Joanne Gordon. Show- 
times are at 8 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday, with 
Matinees at 2 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday. There will also 
be a performance at 6 p.m. 
on Sunday. 

General admission is $15, 
and admission for students 
and seniors is $12. 


Jazz Lab Band 

Sunday 

4 p.m. 

Bob Cole Conservatory of 
Music 

Recipient of the Beau of Jo 
France Graduate Jazz Studies 
Scholarship Drew Ninmer is 
leading a group of jazz musi- 
cians. Tickets for the event 
range from $7 to $10. 
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Delainey Aigner-Swesey goes for a dig in a game against College of 
Charleston earlier in the season. Aigner-Swesey leads LBSU in kills. 
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‘Niners entering weekend hoping 
to move on from Hawaii loss 


The 49ers will host 
UC Davis and Cal State 
Northridge. 


By ANITA WANG 
Staff Writer 


Returning from the Aloha State, 
the 49ers didn’t bring home the most 
welcoming news. After an emotional 
loss to Hawaii last week, the 49ers will 
host UC Davis and first-place Cal State 
Northridge this weekend. 

Head coach Brian Gimmillaro said 
that coming back from Hawaii was 
very emotional and difficult for the en- 
tire team, but that it will stay focused 
on improving. 

“We have to play well or we won’t 
be successful,” Gimmillaro said. “But 

*I believe in what we do, so we don’t fo- 
cus too much on the other teams.” 

UC Davis (14-9, 6-4 Big West Con- 
ference) has won its last three games, 
one of which was against Hawaii. The 
win over the Wahine helped the Aggies 
pass the 49ers in the Big West stand- 
ings and jump into fourth place. 

The Aggies are led offensively by 
Victoria Lee, who leads the Big West 
with the highest hitting percentage 
(.409) and carries her team with 193 
kills; Devon Damello with the second 


‘Niners looking to finish 
home play on high note 


By SPENCER PiRDY 
Assistant Sports Editor 


The seventh-ranked Long Beach 
State men’s water polo team closes 
out home play this week with games 
against UC San Diego, UCLA and 
Stanford. 

The ‘Niners (17-8) are in the midst 
of a slump after falling to UC Santa 
Barbara, Pepperdine and California 
in Mountain Pacific Sports Federation 


play. : 
“After Pepperdine we were pretty 
hurt,” senior Carter Taylor said. 

This past weekend saw LBSU 
traveling to Pepperdine on Saturday, 
where the Waves upset the ‘Niners 
10-8. 

Then, on Sunday at the Golden 
West College pool, the ‘Niners were 
unable to maintain a strong first 
quarter lead over the No. 5 Cal Bears 
and came up short in the end, as Cal 
pulled off a come-from-behind, 10-9 
win. 

“Fven though we lost, it showed us 


what we’re capable of,” Taylor said. 
“Our team believes that we have the 
ability to compete with top-five teams 
and come out with a win.” 

The 49ers, who are now 1-3 in MPSF 
play, still have a good shot of obtaining 
a spot in the MPSF.tournament. 

Of course, for head coach Gavin Ar- 
royo and his ‘Niners, the main task at 
hand will be defeating UC San Diego. 

Although the Tritons are not a team 
in LBSU’s conference, the 49ers need 
a win in order to build momentum and 
team cohesion going into a tough week- 
end of play. 

“Hopefully we’ll come out fired up 
from our loss and control the game,” 
Taylor said. “If we can do that then it'll 
hopefully lead into good games on Sat- 
urday and Sunday.” 

Saturday will then see No. 2 UCLA 


most kills in Big West with 291; and 
Kaylin Squyres with 243 kills. Megan 
Lancaster leads her team with 295 digs. 

CSUN (19-4, 9-1 Big West) has 
earned their spot in first place in Big 
West and are currently ranked 23rd in 
NCAA. With a near perfect conference 
record, they will be playing to extend 
their four-game winning streak this 
weekend. 

The Matadors have acquired the 
most kills in con- 
ference with 1259. 
They have four 
offensive players 
who have racked 
up more than 200 
kills: Natalie Al- 
len (260), Casey 
Hinger (254), Ma- 
hina Haina (250) 


and Cieana Stinson head coach 
(222). 

No other Big 

West team has 


more than three players who acquired 
over 200 kills each. 

Kelcie Randazzo leads her team de- 
fensively with 317 digs, with Allen con- 
tributing 231. 

Gimmillaro knows his team will be 
facing two challenging matches. 

“ICSUN and UC Davis] have skilled 
players in different positions and do 
things very well,” Gimmillaro said. 
“Their scheme and plan is well exe- 
cuted, and you have to get them out the 


“Right now, we just 
have to improve.” 


— Brian Gimmillaro, 


system that they’re so good at.” 

The 49ers (12-10, 5-4 Big West) will 
look to Chisom Okpala to lead her team 
offensively as she holds Big West’s sec- 
ond best hitting percentage at .358. 
They will also turn to Delainey Aigner- 
Swesey with the third most kills in Big 
West with 284 kills. 

The season is coming to an end, and 
the 49ers have seven teams left to play 
in the next three weeks. They have suf- 
fered injuries 
throughout the 
season and even 
now, the “roster 
is thin,’ Gim- 
millaro said. He 
said that with 
certain people 
out, others are 
having to take 
too many reps, 
and they are 
getting weary. 

Although a 
chance at playoffs would be ideal, Gim- 
millaro said his mindset is a little dif- 
ferent at this point. 

“Right now, we just have to im- 
prove,” he said. “I want the players and 
the team to have a sense of satisfaction 
and that they were part of a very good 
team.” 

The 49ers will take on the Aggies 
Friday at 7p.m. and the Matadors on 
Saturday at 7:30p.m. Both games will 
be held at the Walter Pyramid. 


come to the campus pool, followed by 
a match on Sunday against No. 4 Stan- 
ford. 

“Defense is our priority, and primar- 
ily controlling the fast counter attack of 
both teams,” Taylor said. 

A win against either team would 
assure the ‘Niners a spot in the MPSF 
tournament. 

“If we can get big stops when we 
need them, and catch them off guard 
then they’ll realize that they can’t 
just come and roll over us,” Taylor 
said. 

The 49ers will play at Corona del 
Mar high school on Thursday evening 
at 5 p.m. against UC San Diego. They 
will then return to the Campus Pool for 
a noon game against UCLA and again 
for the last home game of the season on 
Sunday against Stanford. 


49 
<i Saeed 


fe srorts 


CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK 
Fi Daily 49er Sports 


FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

FF] O7ersports 
| 

| 
| 
P| 


CLASSIFIEDS 


10 ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Pepperdine University 


Graduate School of Education 
and Psychology 

Be an advocate for global change. 
Master of Arts in Social 
Entrepreneurship and Change 

In less than 2 years, you can 
begin improving the lives and 
wellate of others. 

Peppperdine University’s 
innovative program provides you 
with the tools you need to turn 
your passion into a career. 

And it’s 40% online, for working 
professional. 

Call (886) 503-5467 

to speak with your education 
program recruiter, Tammy Hong. 


15 VOLUNTEERS 


Volunteers needed to help care for 
Beach Cats. Call Dorothy at 
(562)431-5997 


18565 - 11.21.13 


27 LEGAL SERVICES 


Legal Concerns? On-Campus 
Consultation with private 
attorney (562) 481-5884 
Michael Lindley Esq. 


18558 - 12.12.13 


35 EmpLoymMent Opportunities 


Golden Spoon Frozen Yogurt 
Part time up to 20 hours/week 
must be available Tuesday & 
Thursday 10 am-2 pm Email: 
goldenspoonlbeyahoo.com 


54 Apts. FOR RENT 


$1,150 2BD/2BA/2Car Prking in LB 


See www.NicksRentals.com for pics 
info or call 310-316-4273 


18566 - 11.14.13 


did you know the 


daily 49er 
has a 
youtube channel? 


YOUTUBE.COM/VIDEOD49ER 


Teach English in Korea? 


$1,300~ 400/month (15hrs/week) + 
airfares, housing, medical insurance 
Must have completed two years of 
undergraduate 


Last day to apply: 11/30/13 
Please visit the website www.talk.go.kr 


Questions: Jai - jai.kecla@gmail.com 
213)386-3112 ex.201 


$1,600-2,500/month + housing, airfare, 
medical insurance, paid vacation 

Must have BA degree and TESOL or TEFL 
certificate 


Last day to apply: Sometime in November 
**this date is tentative and could change 
depending on circumstances” * 

Please visit the website www.epik.go.kr 
Questions; 
EPIK office in Korea: epik@korea.kr 


ad 
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Te celebration 
a 


YS: 


Gelson’s 
now open! 


Yes, we will celebrate with: 


¢ the first 200 folks in the door receiving a complimentary 
Gelson’s gift bag with items valued at $60 

* wonderful music provided by CSULB’s KBeach Radio DJ 

* a Sweepstakes, including a grand prize shopping spree of $1,000 


¢ a Sampling Extravaganza, where you get to try our specialty foods 
and see what the buzz is about! 


...but the real excitement will be discovering a market that 
understands you, how you have something different to celebrate 
every day, and you want the meal that marks it to be just right. 


We can’t wait to meet you for our Grand Opening! 


a 
SS 2 


Wolfgang Puck 
Pizza by the Slice Seedless Grapes met 
2 slices/$3.00 99¢ Ib ra TT WE 


Gelson’s Long Beach 
6255 East 2nd Street (at PCH) 
562.430.6042 


Open Daily 7am-10pm 
November 7 Hours: 9 am-10 pm 


coed 


ae Boe Yogurt A celebration 
Limit 24 mix pice eh in aisle” 
eve ry. GELSON’S 


AdvertisingD49er@gmail.com 
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TYLER LAMB 
LBSU won't get 
the UCLA transfer 
on the court until 
December. 

PAGE 4B 


MIKE CAFFEY 
The LBSU point 
guard’s next step 
is emerging as a 
vocal leader. 
PAGE 48 


DAILY 49ER 


A fair amount of new 
faces will be hitting 
the hardwood this 
winter as the Long 
Beach State men’s and 
women’s basketball > 
teams look for 


BASKETBALL GUIDE 


HALLIE MENESES 


The junior is back 
after missing last 
year due to a 


Long Beach State 
men’s and women’s 
basketball season 
previews 


knee injury. 
PAGE 9B 
ANNA KIM 
Kim has 
emerged as 
a freshman to 
watch for LBSU. 
PAGE 9B 
Rena las TRAVEL SPREAD: PREDICTIONS: 
The men’s team will travel Last year’s basketball 
Rosters rane ? 
almost 20,000 miles in writers comment on 
Key games , 5 
nonconference play this year’s prospects 
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KYUSUNG Gone | Dairy 49eR 


49ers and Tar Heels pack the Pyramid for last year’s men’s basketball game against North Carolina. A similar crowd can be expected for this year’s game against Creighton. 
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DAVID SAMUELS leads 
transfers and freshmen 


Women’s SCHEDULE 


O&A with Vic Cegles 


Long Beach State Athletics Director Vic Cegles 
sits down with the Daily 49er to discuss the 
upcoming Beach basketball season. 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


Q: What are your thoughts on this 
year’s men’s basketball team? 


Cegles: | think this is a transitional 
year. We made some changes and 
we have seven new players, and I 
know that it takes a lot of time for 
everybody to get together in terms of 
learning how to play together, learn- 
ing what their roles are, which is 


We don’t need to win the 
conference. We justneedto ; 
win the tournament. 


— Vic Cegles, athletics director 


such an important part of basketball. 
It’s just going to take some time for 
them to gel and know when to pick 
each other up. But the great part of 
it is, they’re terrific kids, and they’re 
coachable. They’re working hard, 
working together. 

I think we’re going to get better, 
and as I told Coach (Dan Monson), 
we don’t need to win the champion- 
ship. We just need to win the tour- 
nament. We won the championship 
three years in a row, and I think it 
puts more pressure on us in the tour- 
nament. We can finish third or fourth 
in conference, and then let’s go win 
the tournament. 


Q: How about the women’s team? 


C: I’m really excited about women’s 
basketball and what we’ve been able to 
put together as a nucleus of players ... I 
think that there’s a great vibe amongst 
the team, and having some new play- 
ers will bring some athleticism. We 
needed some point guards handling 
the ball, so I think we’re a lot better on 
the perimeter. Hopefully Devin [Hud- 
son] gets cleared and Bianka [Baltha- 
zat] gets cleared. The health thing is a 
real focus for us because we’ve been 
unhealthy for the last couple years, and 
now we just need to have everybody on 
the same page together, 
playing again. 


Q: Are there any home 
games that you’re par- 
ticularly looking for- 
ward to this year? 


= Tf DP slook at-it, 
Creighton and [South- 
ern California], and 
Loyola Marymount’s 
pretty good. That’s 
going to be three big 
games for us. 


Q: What does the athletics depar- 
ment have planned for this year? 


C: It’s just about trying to get stu- 
dents on campus excited about ath- 
letics and get excited about men’s 
and women’s basketball ... They 
make the atmosphere at any kind of 
athletics event, especially basketball. 

You’re on a college campus, so 
have fun. Support your teams, take 
pride in your teams. All of that stuff 
is part of the college experience. 


For the full Q-and-A, visit 
www. daily49er.com/sports. 


Getting straight A’s is hard : 
etting straight teeth is « 


visit www.DrNeglia.com or call (562)296-48 1 1 
to schedule your FREE consultation 


BOTTOMS UP 


BAR & ENTERTAINMENT OPE 
OQ 
“HAPPY HOUR* 
3SPM-8PM DAILY!! 
YOUR NEW 
NEIGHBORHOOD, 
AFTER WORK 
“PLACE TO BE!” 
COME SHOOT 
SOME POOL, 
ENJOY SPORT 
EVENTS & COLD 


THE FAMOUS OLD 
**FUZZY BEAR** 
HAS A NEW BOSS! 
BOTTOMS UP BAR, 
WHAT USE TO BE 
GREAT YEARS AGO 
IS REBUILT! 
*‘NEW FRESH LOOK 
*NEW HOT 
BARTENDERS & 
CRAFT BEERS. 


(714)828-8595 
: KATELLA AVE 
ANTON CA. 90680 


MYBOTTOMSUP.COM 
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Long Beach State’s Mike Caffey, right, fights for the ball during the 49ers’ loss to UC Irvine in last year’s Big West Tournament. 


BACK [TO BASICS 


With eight new players on the roster, Long Beach State has had to start from scratch. 


“=, To-say that the 2013-14 season is a 


for the Eong Beach State 


“men’s basketball team:would be an 
~synderstatément. 
“It’s been almost eight months since 


LBSU walked off the court at Bay- 

lor’s Ferrell Center, fresh off a 112-66 

loss in the National Invitational Tour- 

nament that was one of the worst in 
= school history. 

It?s been almost six months since 
the scholarships of four players, in- 
cluding two starters, were not re- 
newed, effectively dismissing them 
from the team. 

It’s been little more than four 
months since the 49ers’ best player 
from a year ago, James Ennis, was 
drafted by the Miami Heat. Ennis is 
currently dominating competition in 
Australia. 

The similarities between this year 
and last start with returning starters 
Mike Caffey and Dan Jennings, and 
that’s where they end. LBSU intro- 
duced eight new players for the 2013- 
14 season, and the amount of baggage, 


Junior college 
transfer David 
Samuels (11) 
has emerged 
as aplayer 
that will likely 
start at power 
forward. 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


if any, is minimal. 

“This year we’ve got a lot.of guys 
that are willing to learn,” said Caffey, 
the 49ers’ starting point guard and 
a first team All-Big West selection 
last year. “We’re not as athletic as 
last year’s team, but we listen to the 
coach, and that’ll be better for us.” 

Head coach Dan Monson praised 
the makeup of this year’s team as 
well. He also said, though, that it’s 
hard to get a team that’s as tough as it 
is easy to work with. 

“These are great kids that have 
good chemistry and good work ethics, 
but then they become a little bit soft 
that way,” Monson said. “Sometimes 
it’s good to have guys that buck the 
trend a little bit and have a little bit of 
nasty to them.” 

As always, the 49ers will take on 
a nonconference schedule that will 
introduce them to toughness almost 


Topb JOHNSON | Daity 49eR ~ 


immediately. 

LBSU will face two teams ranked 
in the Associated Press preseason top 
10 in No. 6 Arizona and No. 7 Michi- 
gan, as well as vote-getting teams 
Creighton, Washington and Missouri. 
That number could grow depending 
on what happens at the Puerto Rico 
Tip-off, where No. 14 Virginia Com- 
monwealth and Georgetown are pos- 
sible opponents. 

“This team, especially with all the 
new guys, it’s going to be a work in 
progress,” Monson said. “Our pre- 
season is always set up to be a work 
in progress ... The schedule and the 
travel that we do is all to set up adver- 
sity and try to navigate through that.” 

Following a nonconference slate 
that ends with a Jan. 4 trip to Mis- 
souri, the 49ers will begin their quest 
to return to the top of the Big West. 
The ‘Niners own the last three reg- 


ular-season Big West titles, but they 


have only won one Big, West tourna- _ 


ment in that time. — 

Last year, they fell to UC Irvine in 
the semifinals after finishing with a 
14-4 record in conference play. 

“When we lost last year I kind of 
felt like it was all on me,” Caffey said. 
“Just to basically get to that tourna- 
ment again is my one goal.” 

LBSU will have to get by the Ant- 
eaters once again this year, as UCI 
was picked to win the conference 
in the Big West preseason media 
poll. The 49ers were picked to finish 
fourth. 

“A preseason poll is about who you 
have returning and what you are at 
physically,” Monson said. “It doesn’t 
measure anything else.” 

When asked if it’s a relief to not 
be the subject of incredible hype and 
high expectations for the first time in 
years, Monson said the expectations 
do more good than bad. 


See Preview, Page 5B 


David Samuels standing 


out among newcomers 


By JuLio TEJADA 
Staff Writer 


Last season Long Beach State 
men’s head basketball coach Dan 
Monson led his team to the Big West 
regular season title but fell short in 
the Big West Tournament. Monson’s 
team will try and improve on last 
season with a completely different 
roster. 

The roster changes include four ju- 
nior college transfers and one fresh- 
man that will have significant playing 
time this season: 

“They all need-to step in and help 
us. We’ve-had a:lot of turnover in the 


program,” Monson said. “We went 
to junior college [to recruit] because 
they have a lot of experience and they 
are guys that I think could step in and 
help us right away.” 

David Samuels, a 6-foot-7 transfer 
from Collin College in Plano, Texas, 
is expected to have significant playing 
time at power forward for the 49ers. 

Samuels was a two-time first-team 
all-conference selection during his ju- 
nior college career and is looking to be 
a huge factor for the new-look 49ers. 

“TJ want to lead the team in free 
throw percentage, field goal percent- 
age, and | want to lead the team in as- 
sists for bigs,” Samuels said. 

Samuels is from the Bronx, where 
he was an All-American nominee at 


See SAMUELS, Page 10B 
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New-look 
49ers can 
still contend 


for a Big 
West title 


DANIEL 
VAN HOOSIER 


Understatement of the year can- 
didate: The Long Beach State men’s 
basketball team — which is set to take 
the Walter Pyramid floor Saturday 
against Hawaii-Pacific — will look 
more than slightly different than it did 
a year ago. 

Anybody who followed 49er hoops 
last season will not need to clean 
their glasses, adjust their TV sets or 
double-check their ticket stubs. This is 
still going to be LBSU basketball they 
are witnessing. 

Regardless of the fact that last 
year’s squad had only two seniors, 
there will be only two returning start- 
ers and a total of six returning players 
on this season’s roster. 

The major departure is obviously 
James Ennis, who took his talents 
to South Beach by way of the NBA 
draft. Head coach Dan Monson and 
his staff also let go of three major 
contributors (two starters) and_a total 


'_ of five players in favor of leading 


the team in a new direction over the 
off-season. 

With Keala King, Tony Freeland, 
Deng Deng, Kyle Richardson and Jer- 
ramy King gone, LBSU will need to 
look first and foremost to the veteran 
leadership of its only remaining start- 
ers, Mike Caffey and Dan Jennings, in 
order to be successful in its quest for a 
fourth consecutive Big West Confer- 
ence title. 

Both Caffey and Jennings will 
need to step up as vocal leaders 
on the court while adjusting to the 
myriad of new teammates. UCLA 
transfer Tyler Lamb is clearly the 
most experienced and immediately 
capable newcomer and could play 
a vital role in the teams’ success, 
especially if he plays substantial 
minutes at point guard, allowing 
Caffey to slide to the two and take 
advantage of his natural scoring 
ability. 

Veterans Nick Shepherd and Kris 
Gulley will also play key minutes. 
Shepherd was once referred to 
by Monson as “the future of the 
program,” and Gulley proved last 
season to be a threat on both ends of 
the court. Both players will have to 
improve, though, in order the fill the 
voids. 

All of this leads to the redshirt 
freshman who is likely to very soon 
become one of the most important 
contributors on the squad: Branford 
Jones. The 6-foot-1 backup point 
guard broke his leg in the opener last 
season, forcing Mike Caffey to play 
nearly 38 minutes a night the rest of 
the way. Jones, who impressed in 
the few minutes of action he saw, is 
now fully healthy and will provide 
valuable minutes of rest for Caffey 
and a consistent scoring punch off the 
bench. 

The lingering question is, with all 
the new members, which freshman 
or transfer player will exceed ex- 
pectations from the early stages and 
provide the ‘Niners with the much- 
needed depth they seem to lack on 


See CONTEND, Page 5B 
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Tyler Lamb will play his first season at LBSU after averaging 5.8 points per game in two years at UCLA. 
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UCLA transfer Tyler Lamb will 
provide a boost but not until after ~ 
fall grades are posted. 


By DANIEL ASTLE 
Assistant Sports Editor 


As an eighth grader, before ESPN 
recognized him as the country’s No. 
38 basketball recruit out of Mater Dei 
High School, Tyler Lamb received his 
first recruiting letter from his future 
college. 

Lamb passed up the offer, made by 
Long Beach State, and later committed 
to UCLA instead, where he played all 
34 games as a freshman before starting 


32 of his 33 games in his sophomore 


year. 

But after succumbing to a knee op- 
eration and falling behind on the depth 
chart while sitting out his junior year, 
Lamb decided to transfer out to retain 
his eligibility as a junior. 

After considering several prospec- 
tive schools once again, Lamb ulti- 
mately responded to LBSU’s offer 
made all those years ago. 

“It’s funny becgusg Long Béach 
State came*back aroufid,” Lamb’ said. 
“] didntt-wantteajyst sit-my:wholeju- 
nior year out [at UCLA], recovering 
and everything, trying to rehab and 
just being able to play my senior year.” 

While rehabbing from a surgery that 
removed loose cartilage from behind 
his chronically swollen left kneecap, 
Lamb considered schools like UNLV, 
Connecticut and San Diego State. 

But after consulting with close 
friend and then-49er Keala King, who 
played with Lamb at Mater Dei, Lamb 
was turned onto the thought of The 


SeRMBASY.“aaceone ss 


Beach. 

King’s praise of head coach Dan 
Monson’s coaching style and the pro- 
gram’s* competitive nonconference 
scheduling helped Lamb finalize his 
decision. 

“Coach Monson is a coach I feel like 
would let me showcase my talent along 
with helping the team out,” Lamb said. 
“He runs a fast-paced offense, and 
that’s my type of game.” 

While LBSU had expressed interest 
in Lamb back before the guard’s high 
school days, Monson said that Lamb’s 
decision to transfer last year was in no 
way a recruiting effort by LBSU. 

Monson was attracted to Lamb’s 
versatility on the court and experi- 
ence: with success, but because of is- 
sues controlling the personalities of a 
few transfer athletes last year, Monson 
said he was not actively pursuing the 
recruit. 

“I was very concerned because the 
transfers we had last year were not 
working out and weren’t buying into 
things I expected: them to buy. into,” 
Monson said. “Qnce I found_out 
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Lamb’ said he is ‘at LBSU now be- 
cause he wanted a fresh start and-an- © 
other chance. He sat out of the Bruins’ 
lineup last year while freshman guards 
Shabazz Muhammad and Kyle Ander- 
son excelled. 

But the hardest thing Lamb said 
he’s had to. deal with throughout the 
whole transfer process is leaving his 
old teammates behind. 


_ See TRANSFER, Page 10B 


Next step for Mike Caffey is growing as vocal leader 


The 49ers’ starting 
point guard will be 
expected to take ona 
leadership role. 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


First-team All-Big West. Team lead- 
er in assists. Second in points only to a 
man drafted by the Miami Heat. 

The accomplishments go on and 
on for Long Beach State point guard 
Mike Caffey, who was a prized recruit 
before he even set foot on The Beach. 
The 6-foot junior emerged from Co- 
rona Centennial High School as one of 
the top 15 point guards in the country, 
and he has lived up to the hype under 
the tutelage of 49er great Casper Ware 
and head coach Dan Monson. 

“The coaches told me I was going to 
be getting at least 20 minutes a game 
as a freshman ... so I felt that it was a 
good opportunity for me,” Caffey said. 
“In my freshman year, I came out and 
was playing a little over 20 minutes 
and getting better and better, so I feel 
like my decision was perfect.” 

By the time he was a sophomore, 
Caffey was ready to break out of 


Ware’s shadow. He was greeted by the 
49ers’ famously rigorous nonconfer- 
ence schedule and a lack of depth at his 
position, forcing him to log nearly 40 
minutes against some of the top teams 
in the country. 

“Growing up in High school, I was 
always playing against the top play- 
ers,” Caffey said. “To get here and still 
be playing the top players, it’s a good 
opportunity.” 


Though the experience was good 


and helped prepare the team for Big 
West Conference play, Caffey said his 
conditioning wasn’t good enough at 
the time to make the same contribu- 
tions in the second halves of games as 
he could in the first. 

This year, after he spent his off- 
season focusing on his conditioning, 
Caffey is “in the best shape he’s been 
in since he got [to LBSU].” 

Those are the words of Monson, not 
Caffey. 

“T feel like when I’m playing I’m 
not getting as tired,” Caffey said. “We 
played a scrimmage, and I was just 
coming up and down the court just go- 
ing as fast as I can, and I wasn’t really 
getting tired. I feel like the condition- 
ing I did in the offseason and then dur- 
ing conditioning really helped out.” 

Caffey is always the fastest on the 
court when the team is doing sprint 
drills in practice, and he often has 
enough time left to do an extra run. It’s 


MIKE CAFFEY 


FIRST TWO YEARS 


PPG APG FG% 
5.9 2.2 45.2 


12.0. 3.8 38.8 


safe to say that the example he’s set- 
ting is nearly perfect, but Monson said 
there’s one thing he’d like to see more 
out of Caffey. 

“We’re still trying to make [Caffey] 
emerge as a leader,” he said. “Any 
great quarterback, point guard or ace 
pitcher has also been a great leader.” 

It’s a challenge star 49ers have faced 
in the past. James Ennis was never 
very vocal, electing to let his thunder- 
ous dunks do the talking instead. Mon- 
son said Ware was the same way. 

“It’s not in [Caffey’s] personality to 
be vocal, and he prefers to lead by ex- 
ample,” Monson said. “But he’s got to 
be a leader on and off the court.” 

Caffey will have that to work on as 
he tries to lead the 49ers back to the 
NCAA tournament this season. 
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Mike Caffey is returning after earning All-Big West honors last year. 
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Mike Caffey Tyler Lamb* Kris Gulley David Samuels Dan Jennings | McKay LaSalle 
Point Guard Shooting Guard Small Forward Power Forward Center Guard 
Year: Junior Year: Junior Year: Junior Year: Junior Year: Senior Year: Junior 
Height: 6-0 Height: 6-5 Height: 6-7 Height: 6-7 Height: 6-9 | Height: 6-3 
Anson Moye** A.J. Spencer Javion Watson 
Guard Guard Guard 
Year: Freshman Year: Junior Year: RS Freshman 
Height: 6-0 Height: 6-3 Height: 6-2 
Edgar Garibay** Desmond Ross Nick Shepherd 
Forward Guard Forward 
Year: Senior Year: Freshman Year: Junior 
Height: 6-1] Height: 6-3 Height: 6-9 
Branford Jones Christian Griggs-Williams Charles Lockett 
Guard Forward/Center Forward 
Year: RS Freshman Year: Junior Year: Junior 
Height: 6-1 Height: 6-7 Height: 6-6 


*Tyler Lamb will not be eligible until after grades are posted for the fall semester. **Anson Moye and Edgar Garibay are out with injurires. 
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LBSU players sit for their team photo after a practice last week. 
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lack on paper at this point? Who 
will be the next fan favorite? 
After all, the Monson Maniacs 
will be mighty quiet without their 
nightly chants of “Who’s Your 
Pappa?” 

With all this being said and 
all the question marks surround- 
ing the 2013-14 edition of Long 
Beach State’s basketball program, 
the 49ers should have the talent 
to ultimately compete for the Big 
West championship and a trip to 
the NCAA tournament. 

A bold prediction? 

Not really. Monson, the three- 
time reigning Big West coach 
of the year, will have his team 
prepared as usual. His roster 
moves will pay off once the play- 
ers gain experience and trust in 
one another. The team will be 
tested early and often with key 
nonconference matchups against 
Arizona, USC, Michigan, North 
Carolina State and others, but 
it will only get better with each 
contest. 

Maniacs: Don’t sleep on your 
49ers this season. Learn their 
names, and a new chant just may 
create itself. 
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“J would much rather be picked 
first,” he said. “You enjoy being 
favored and all that, but it also is 
very motivational. It’s like, ‘OK, 
we’ve got to get going here, be- 
cause finishing fourth or fifth is 
unacceptable.” 

To navigate their conference 
schedule and tournament success- 
fully, the 49ers will have to keep 
going in the right direction with 
their attitude and chemistry as a 
team. 

“We're really starting to come 
together to be a team,” junior 
transfer McKay LaSalle said. 
“We don’t have any jerks on the 
team or that kind of stuff. A lot 
of times, at the schools that I’ve 
been through at the junior college 
level, there’s always those one or 
two guys that are all about them- 
selves ... We don’t really have 
that this year.” 

The atmosphere has changed at 
The Beach. The 49ers have a fresh 
start. ; 

They’ ll take it to the court on 
Saturday, when they host Hawaii- 
Pacific in the annual homecoming 
game. The contest is set to start at 
3 p.m. at the Walter Pyramid. 
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BAR & ENTERTAINMENT Show your student ID 
1st Beer at $1 
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Expires 
12-31-13 
BOTTOMS UP 


BERS S ssimncenser 


Date Opponent Time 
11/9 vs. Hawaii-Pacific 3 p.m. 
11/11 atArizona 7 p.m. 


11/14 vs.LoyolaMarymount 7 p.m. 


PUERTO RICO TIP-OFF 

11/17 at Kansas State 11 a.m. 
11/21 vs. Michigan 2 p.m. 
11/22 vs. VCU/Florida State TBA 
11/24 Puerto Rico Tip-Off TBA 


11/30 at Washington TBA 
12/3 _-vs. Creighton 7 p.m. 
12/7 atNorthCarolinaState 11a.m. 
12/19 vs. USC 7:30 p.m. 
12/21 vs.Montana State-Billings 12 p.m. 


12/28 at Nevada 7 p.m. 
1/4 at Missouri 2 p.m. 
1/9 vs. UC Irvine 8 p.m. 
1/11 vs. UC Davis 4 p.m. 
1/16 atUC Santa Barbara 8 p.m. 
1/18  atCal Poly 7 p.m. 
1/25 vs.Cal State Northridge 4 p.m. 
1/30 at Hawaii 9 p.m. 


2/1 vs. Cal State Fullerton TBA 
2/6 at UC Irvine 7:30 p.m. 
2/8 at UC Riverside 7 p.m. 

- 2/13 ’ vs. UC Santa Barbara 7 p.m. 
2/15 vs. Cal Poly 7:30 p.m. 
2/20 atUC Davis 7 p.m. 
2/27 vs. Hawaii 7:30 p.m. 
3/1 at Cal State Fullerton TBA 
3/6 at Cal State Northridge TBA 
3/8 vs. UC Riverside 4 p.m. 


Big West Tournament: March 13-15 
NCAA Tournament: March 18-April 7 


TV Schedule, 


Date Opponent Network 
11/11 atArizona Pac-12 
PUERTO RICO TIP-OFF 

11/17 at Kansas State FSN* 
11/21 vs. Michigan ESPN2 
11/22 vs. VCU/FloridaState ESPN2/U 
11/24 Puerto Rico Tip-Off ESPN2/U/3 
11/30 at Washington Pac-12 
12/7 atNorthCarolinaState FSN* 
12/19 vs. USC Fox PT 
1/4 at Missouri FSN* 

1/9 vs. UC Irvine Fox PT 
1/16 at UC Santa Barbara ESPNU** 


2/1 vs. Cal State Fullerton’ ESPNU** 


2/6 at UC Irvine Fox PT** 
2/15 vs. Cal Poly Fox PT 
2/27 vs. Hawaii Fox PT 

3/1 at Cal State Fullerton ESPN2/U** 


3/6 at Cal State Northridge ESPNU** 


*Regional Fox Sports Network 
**Not guaranteed 


Key Games 


Dec. 3 vs. Creighton 
This game isn’t exactly key to 


the 49ers’ playoff hopes — no 
nonconference games are. But hosting 
Creighton and the McDermotts is a big deal. 
@ The Anteaters are favored to 
win the Big West, and LBSU can 


take advantage of home court to make a 
statement in the conference opener. 


Jon. 16 at UCSB 
Jon. 18 at Cal Poly 
The 49ers’ first Big West. 


Jan. 9 vs. UC Irvine 


road trip is a big one. The Gauchos and Mus- = - 
tangs will both contend for the Big West title, © 


and Long Beach State could move ahead in 
the race with a win or two. 


= March | at Cal State Fullerton 
The Titans aren’t expected to be 
much ofa factor in the Big West title 


race, but the 49ers must show up in this late- 
season game on their rivals’ home court. 
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EIGHTEEN THOUSAND, TWENTY-FOUR MILES. 


at’s approximately the amount that the 
To Beach State men’s basketball team 
will travel during nonconference play 

this season. 

It isn’t the most in the country. Norfolk State 
in Virginia will make cross-country trips to 
Seattle and Hawaii for a nation-leading 20,850 
miles, and Georgetown will play Oregon on 
a military base in South Korea as part of a 
19,374-mile nonconference travel schedule. 

Even so, the amount of traveling LBSU 
does for its nonconference games consis- 
tently ranks among the highest in the coun- 
try, and this year is no different. The 49ers’ 
travel total ranks third in the nation, and the 
teams they face after those long flights aren’t 
cupcakes either. 

“If you’re going to play a tough schedule, 
they’re not going to come here, so you’ve got 


to go to their places,” head coach Dan Mon- 
son said. “We’ve done it before. It’s not easy, 
but it’s something we’re used to doing.” 

This year’s schedule is highlighted by the 
usual tough matchups. Several of those will 
be played after the 49ers finish their 2,319- 
mile flight from Manhattan, Kan., to San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. 


PUERTO RICO TIP-OFF 

LBSU’s longest road trip of the season in 
terms of miles and days will take place from 
Nov. 16 to Nov. 24. The 49ers will leave for 
a game against Kansas State in Manhattan, 
Kan. on Nov. 16 and then head straight to 
Puerto Rico for the following tournament. 

For many players, it will be the farthest 
they have ever traveled. For senior center 
Dan Jennings, it’s a return trip. 
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With a nonconference schedule that includes stops in Mis 
Long Beach State men’s basketball team will travel 


StTorY AND ILLUSTRATION 


JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


You can’t get caught up in gc 
Rico. You have to get caught uf 
competition and showcasin¢ 


— Dan Jennings, LBSU c 


“My sophomore year, I played in Puerto “Basket 
Rico with West Virginia,” Jennings said. “So _ that I’ll be 
to go back there, it’s going to be beautiful.” to go to P 

Junior guard McKay LaSalle, who is in | we wonor 
his first year at The Beach after transferring . some expe 
from Saddleback College in Mission Viejo, Others 
Calif., said the trip will be one to remember. “I’m re 
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stops in Missouri, North Carolina and Puerto Rico, the 
m will travel the third-most miles in Division I. 


ND ILLUSTRATION By 


[ASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


Missouri 
1479 miles 


Kansas STATE 
1,256 miles # 
Bramlage Coliseum’ 


aught up in going to Puerto 
get caught up in playing great 
id showcasing your talents. 


Jennings, LBSU center 9 | 


Mizzou Arena 


because of the distance it is, the length of time 
we’re gone, them missing school, all that kind 
of thing,” Monson said. “Once we get there I 
know it’ll be great for the players.” 

Monson added that the trip to Puerto Rico 
will be the most different culturally and that 
it would be beneficial to the players to see 
the country beyond its tourist image. 

“To see a different country and how peo- 
ple live, the one time I went to Puerto Rico it 
was very enlightening, the poverty,” he said. 
“There’s the tourism side of it, but to see the 


=| Nortu Carouina STATE 


Sp 1) 2.234 miles 
PNC Arena 


contract, LBSU assistant coach and sched- 
ule-maker Eric Brown said. Unlike other 
away games, the team will not have their 
travel expenses for Puerto Rico covered be- 
cause it’s a tournament. 

“Some of those tournaments are differ- 
ent,” Brown said. “Sometimes they’ll en- 
tice you to come in there, and they'll pay 
for X amount of your travel, and then they 
want you to go to another one of their tour- 
naments down the road sometimes. With 
[Puerto Rico], we’re on our own. We pay for 


EDITOR'S NOTE: 
All numbers presented are one- 
way miles. They do not account for 
connecting flights or bus rides. 


TOP FIVE 


Texas A&M 


Monmouth 


LBSU LAST FIVE YEARS 
@ 10837 miles 


x 


. MY ~ 
@ miles / —-. _7963 miles 
Uf 


‘ 


‘ ~ 


~ 


* uf 7295 miles 


@ +0 miles 


2013-14 2012-13 2011-12 2010-11 2009-10 


By the Numbers 
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Average miles traveled by each 
Big West team. The conference, 
which is led by LBSU’s 9,116 miles 
and Hawaii's 6,839 miles, leads 
all confernces in average one-way 
miles per team. 


Miles from Georgetown to Camp 
Humphreys in South Korea. The 
Hoyas will face Oregon on the U.S. 
Army base after the longest road 
trip of any team this year. 


The number of miles, rounded up 
to the nearest mile, of Hawaii's 
road trip to Chaminade. The trip is 
.92 miles long and is the shortest 
of any in the country. 
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n ae “Basketball is my life: ue an experience cae side of Puerto Rico is ne that our flights; we pay for hotel.” Puerto Rico T1e-OFF 
said. “So that Ill be able to tell my kids about that I got _ will hopefully let them appreciate how good He said that those checks generally range : 
i i Ges d 3 ANS ‘ 2,319 miles from Kansas State 
itiful.” to go to Puerto Rico and play Michigan, and _ they have it and that sort of thing. anywhere from $60,000 to $110,000, a sig- ; 
am e Uy 3 Roberto Clemente Coliseum 
hho is in | we wonor whatever,” he said. “It’s just an awe- nificantly smaller amount than the hundreds 
isferring . some experience that I’m excited to have.” THE MONEY of thousands of dollars paid for big-time 
yn Viejo, . | Others aren’t so excited. In most cases, LBSU receives a check 
member. “[’m really concerned about Puerto Rico from the host school as a part of the travel See TRAVEL, Page 8B < 
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Women’s Basketball Roster, 
PROJECTED STARTING LINEUP 


| | 
11 3 44 10 ee | | 
| 
| 


Hallie Meneses Alex Sanchez Lauren Spargo Ella Clark Jade Wilson | Anna Kim 
Point Guard Shooting Guard Guard Power Forward Center Guard 
Year: Junior Year: Junior Year: Junior Year: Junior Year: Senior Year: Freshman 
Height: 5-5 Height: 5-10 Height: 5-11 Height: 6-3 Height: 6-2 | Height: 5-5 
Rav ton 
Bianka thazar* Cha oley* 


igt 0-11 y 


Jewelyn Sawyer ‘Devin Hudson* 
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Year: Freshman 


Height: 6-0 


*Bianka Balthazar, Chantel Dooley and Devin Hudson are currently out with injury. 


uard 
Year: Freshman 
Height: 5-8 


Center 
Year: Junior 
Height: 6-3 
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Continued from Page 7B 


football games. 

“Basketball is different,” he said. 
“It’s not just here, it’s basketball in 
general.” 

Brown declined to name a specific 
amount that the team was receiving for 
any of this year’s road trips, but he did 
say that “we try to work around that 
$80,000 range.” 


MISSING CLASSES 

The 49ers are fortunate in that de- 
spite all of their road trips this year, the 
Puerto Rico trip is the only one that re- 
quires the players to miss class. 

It’s not an accident that LBSU will 
spend most of its weekdays at home. 
LaSalle said that academics are a pri- 
ority for the players and coaches, but 
it’s hardly a bad thing. 

“They keep a pretty tight leash on 
us as far as getting grades and being 
together and being a team,” he said. 
“That’s kind of my impression right 


CLOVER 


now, and how the coaching staff cares 
about us individually and us as a team 
on and off the court.” 

Whether it’s the result of emphasis 
on academics or the product of trying 
to save money and miles, Brown said 
he does his best to get 


multiple games out of 
road trips without creat- 
ing a conflict for players’ 


classes. 

“If you do go back 
east, you maybe try 
to get two games at 
once instead of going 
back and forth a cou- 
ple times,” he said. “A 
school like Arizona is 
good because they’re 
a top-five program, and they’re an 
hour flight. Then you’ve got to juggle 
around two final exams. If you do a 
trip like that, you maybe try to do it 
on a weekend.” 


TRAVEL TOLL 
Anyone who’s taken a cross-country 
flight knows the feeling of finally get- 


ting off the plane. Your legs feel use- 
less, and you’ve been shifting your 
weight for the last three hours trying 
to provide your hindside a little relief. 
Now imagine being a 6-9 basketball 
player going on seven of those flights 


over the course of three weeks. 

“You have grown men in the NBA 
complain about the wears and tears of 
travel,” Monson said. “It’s statistically 
proven that it’s hard on your body; it 
disrupts your sleep patterns because 
you're getting up early to catch early 
flights and that kind of thing. That’s 
why you do it, to teach them how to get 


through those types of situations.” 
Jennings, who has been traveling 
significant miles since he was a fresh- 
man at West Virginia, said that while 
there is a toll, he doesn’t mind it. 
“Tt does take a toll on you, but at the 
same time it’s very 
fun because it’s a 
chemistry thing,” he 
said. “It really helps 
you build chemistry 


You have grown men in the NBA complain with your teammates. 
about the wears and tears of travel. 


— Dan Monson, head coach » 5 


I think it’s a fun thing, 
honestly.” 


VACATION VS. 
BUSINESS TRIP 

In the competitive 
environment of college 
basketball, road trips are about playing 
well and winning, not going to Disney- 
land and hanging out with princesses. 
While this remains true for LBSU, Mon- 
son said he tries to incorporate sightsee- 
ing into trips as much as he can. 

“Every place, if there’s something 
there you try to give it to them,” Mon- 
son said, “but unfortunately when we 


go in to play at North Carolina State or 
Washington, we go in, we get in there 
the afternoon before the game, we have 
practice, we have study hall, the next day 
it’s really hard to disrupt the game day.” 

Monson said he has found time to 
take his teams on mini-tours before, 
like when they visited Pearl Harbor 
during the 2011 Diamond Head Clas- 
sic in Hawaii. Or when they drove by 
Churchill Downs during a trip to Lou- 
isville the same year. 

“College basketball needs to be 
more than just wins and losses and 
games,” Monson said. “There’s always 
college experience that you want them 
to leave with.” 

Jennings said that while he enjoys 
traveling, he recognizes the need to 
focus on basketball. 

“This is very serious basketball, it’s 
very serious to me, and it’s like a busi- 
ness,” he said. “If you want to make mon- 
ey at this sport someday, you have to em- 
brace times like this. You can’t get caught 
up in going to Puerto Rico. You have to 
get caught up in playing great competition 
and showcasing your talents.” 
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Hallie Meneses will return to competiton 
after missing last year with a knee injury. 


By SHANE NEWELL 
Opinions Editor 


What was supposed to be a routine 


practice in preparation for the 2012-13 
basketball season turned grave for red- 
shirt junior point guard Hallie Meneses. 


On Oct. 8, 2012, Meneses was prac- 


ticing jump-stop drills when she heard 
her right knee pop. 


“T just knew I was done,” Meneses 


said. “You don’t hear three pops and 


[know] you’re OK.” 
Following an examination, it was re- 


vealed that Meneses had torn her ACL, 
an injury that would leave her off the 
court for nearly 12 months. 


“I was hurting emotionally because 
I worked hard all summer [2012],” 
Meneses said. “I was so excited and 


‘when that happened, I felt “Why me? 


Why now?’” 
Meneses said the diagnosis made 


her realize she wouldn’t have the op- 


portunity to play with her teammates. 
“Mentally, you have to accept the 


fact you will be isolated from your 
teammates,” Meneses said. “I knew 
my teammates understood I would be 
coming back.” 


Inthe year before her injury, Meneses 
led the Long Beach State women’s bas- 


ketball team in assists (105). She ranked 


second in steals (47) and 3-pointers 
made (33) during the 2011-12 season. 
LBSU women’s basketball head 


coach Jody Wynn said Meneses re- 


mained optimistic following her injury. 
“The moment [Meneses] found out, 
she said, ‘Coach, I got this,” Wynn said. 
LBSU junior guard Alex Sanchez 
said Meneses learned a lot while she 


sat out the 2012-13 season. 

“Off the court, she learned a lot. She 
was like another coach,” Sanchez said. 

Sanchez added that Meneses has 
learned a lot since transferring to LBSU 
from the City College of San Francisco. 

“She came in as a transfer sopho- 
more [and] her mentality was totally 
different than what we had here,” San- 
chez said. “As time went on, she start- 
ed listening to what the coaches had to 
say and [started] trusting them.” 

Sanchez said that she and Meneses 
have now become friends on and off 
the court. 

“She’s one of my good friends,” San- 
chez said. “As time goes on, we’re build- 
ing on this relationship. | trust her.” 

Since Meneses was cleared to play 
earlier this month, Wynn said the team 
dynamic has changed for the better. 

“Meneses is our steering wheel to 
our car,” Wynn said. “[ With Meneses], 
physically we’re a better team, but 
emotionally we are much more stable.” 

After Wynn let her rehab during 
practice, Meneses said she is ready to 
play on the team. 

“I’m excited, there’s no doubt,” she 
said. “We have returners. They are al- 
ways so willing to learn.” 

As the season nears, Wynn said 
Meneses has shown improvement. 

“She’s come a long way,” Wynn 
said. “She’s been the most mentally 
tough young lady I’ve ever coached 
that’s gone through an ACL injury.” 

Although Meneses has been cleared 
to play, Wynn said she is still working 
up to her full potential. 

“T wouldn’t say she’s 100 percent,” 
Wynn said. “She’s working to 100 per- 
cent every day ... She’s had a tremen- 
dous October, and we’re really excited 
to have her be our engine.” 
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Junior point guard Hallie Meneses will try to return to the level of play exhibited during her 
sophomore year, when she averaged six points per game and led Long Beach State in assists. 


Point guard Anna Kim proving to be early standout among freshmen 


The 5-5 Brea Olinda 
native has been 
“ready since day one.” 


By CARLOS MARISCAL 
Contributing Writer 


With the 2013-14 season set to kick 
off, Long Beach State women’s bas- 
ketball freshman guard Anna Kim is 
focused on one thing: winning the Big 


(562) 597-311 - 5470 Stearns St long 


West Championship. 

“T have a lot of goals, but I want to 
achieve having a championship here 
within my four years,” she said. 

Head coach Jody Wynn described 
Kim, a Fullerton native who went to 
Brea Olinda High School, as not only 
a tough competitor but a player with 
great knowledge of the game. 

“She wants to win,’ Wynn said. 
“She’s mentally and physically tough 
enough to play and compete at this 
level. If you have to ask me for one kid 
who has been ready since day one, then 
I'd have. to say Anna [Kim].” 
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The 5-foot-5 point guard is confi- 
dent she can adapt quickly to the col- 
lege level of play and says pressure 
isn’t an issue. 

“T try not to focus on what is sur- 
rounding me,” Kim said. “I’m playing 
the game that I love. It’s me slowing 
the pace down.” 

The ‘Niners will come in with one 
senior, seven juniors and five fresh- 
men. Wynn said she likes the balance 
of returners since they know what the 
expectations are coming in and are 
able to lead by example. 

“The upperclassmen are doing a re- 
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ally good job of helping our freshmen 
along, and the transition has been re- 
ally smooth,” Wynn said. 

Kim noted that the pace of the game 
is one thing she needs to work on going 
forward. 

“The pace is a lot faster,” she said. 
“My mind is going 100 mph at times. 
You need to play at your own pace and 
not the other team’s pace.” 

In regards to why she chose to come 
to LBSU, Kim wanted to be in a fami- 
ly-like environment. 

“T was big on family, and that’s the 
first thing I saw with this team and 
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coaching staff,” she said. “I just want- 
ed the family environment and the 
winning spirit they had.” 

Kim added that she’s loved her time 
at LBSU so far, and the team is very 
positive. 

“I’m honestly excited,” she said. “I 
think we still have a lot to learn, but 
we’re ready to play at this level.” 

Wynn said she is confident that the 
freshmen will push a lot of the up- 
perclassmen for playing time. She 
said the freshmen are competitive 
and can do multiple things on offense 
and defense. 
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LBSU Women’s basketball team in better shape with healthy guards 


STEVE HAN 


Contributing Writer 


After the 2012-13 season ended, 
Long Beach State women’s basket- 
ball team head coach Jody Wynn 
metaphorically compared her team 
to a “car without a steering wheel.” 
LBSU had finished the season with an 
average of 19.5 turnovers per game, 
which was the highest among teams 
that finished in the top five of the Big 
West conference standings. 

The 49ers’ turnover-prone season 
was largely caused by their lack of 
ball-handling guards, especially after 
junior point guard Hallie Meneses 
went down with an anterior cruciate 
ligament tear in the summer and was 
sidelined for the entire season. Wynn 
had to shuffle her starting lineup just 
before the start of the season, and 
Alex Sanchez assumed much of the 
ball-handling duties for the ‘Niners. 

Granted, Sanchez exceeded all 
expectations by leading the team in 
both scoring (10.6 points per game) 
and assists (4.1 per game) en route 
to earning All-Big West honorable 
mention despite having never played 
point guard her entire career before 
last season. However, The Beach still 
lacked an offensive thrust from the 
point guard position, as each of San- 
chez’s teammates averaged less than 
two assists per game for the season. 
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Jody Wynn talks to her team during the 49ers’ National Invitational Tournament game against Utah. 


To put the 49ers’ inability to take 
care of the ball in a clearer perspec- 
tive, it only managed 12.9 assists on 
54.5 field goal attempts per game, 
meaning only 23 percent of their shots 
from the field were assisted. Their 
tendency to take unassisted field goal 
attempts consequently forced them to 
take difficult, contested shots, as evi- 
denced by the abysmal .377 field goal 
percentage, which marks the poorest 
conversion rate among top five teams 


in the Big West conference. 

This year, Meneses is back from a 
redshirt season to spearhead the 49ers’ 
offense. Wynn will expect Meneses 
to replicate her performance from the 
2012 Big West Tournament, in which 
the “Niners made a Cinderella run to 
the finals before falling to UC Santa 
Barbara. Meneses was named to the 
Big West All-Tournament Team after 
averaging 10.3 points and 4 assists per 
game in the postseason. 


The Beach will even have-some 
depth at the point guard position this 
year, as freshman newcomer Anna 
Kim will provide the offensive spark. 
A four-year letterwinner at Brea 
Olinda High School, Kim may even 
be the best natural playmaker on the 
team, as she averaged 6.4 assists per 
game as a senior. 

But whether or not the return of 
Meneses and Kim’s arrival at The 
Beach will bring significant improve- 


ments to the team’s offense remains to 
be seen. After all, LBSU is averaging 
19.7 turnovers per game since Wynn 
became its head coach in 2009. The 
49ers also only shot over .400 from 
the field in just one season in 2009-10 
(.405) during the Wynn Era. 

What the ‘Niners can count on 
this year is experience. They are 


returning seven letterwinners, four of 


whom are starters from last season. 
Fifth-seeded LBSU lost its first round 
Big West Tournament game to Cal 
State Fullerton, but still earned an at- 
large berth to the Women’s National 
Invitational Tournament. There aren’t 
many teams in the Big West with 
rosters consisting of juniors with the 
experience of playing in the tourna- 
ment final and the WNIT as LBSU’s 
core players have done over the last 
two seasons. 

- It’s extremely difficult to predict 
an outcome of the ‘Niners’ season, 
as they’rein a-conference that seems 
to have more parity from top to 
bottom than ever. Barring a major 
injury:to.one of.their core players, The 
Beach has the combination of talent, 
chemistry and experience to aim for a 
top three finish in the regular season 
standings. 

Winning the single-elimination 
tournament for any team in the Big 
West will by and large be a crapshoot, 
but a top-three regular season finish 
and an appearance at the tournament 
final is a viable goal for the improved 
49ers. 
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Continued from Page 3B 


Phelps Prep High School. He said he 
is currently adjusting to the new sys- 
tem and his teammates. 

“I’m just excited for a new level of 
basketball, and I’m ready to duke it 
out with my guys and get some wins,” 
said Samuels. “We got some well- 
rounded, strong-minded guys, so we 
are doing pretty good.” 

Monson said he hopes that this 
year’s team plays more as a team. He 
said he will utilize most of the new 
players in the rotation, and they will 
play in every game this season. 

“This team will have to rely on 
what they are together, not what they 
are individually,” said Monson. “For 
us to have success it’s going to have 
to be in the mass and not in the indi- 
vidual.” 


New Players 

Monson provides a look at 
each of LBSU’s freshmen and 
transfers: 


A.J. Spencer 

Junior | Guard 6-3 | Hutchin- 

son Community College 
Monson: “A.J. [Spencer] is a jack- 

of-all-trades. He is a kid that can 

bounce it, rebound and make open 

shots. We really like his versatility.” 


McKay LaSalle 
Junior | Guard | 6-3 | Saddle- 
back Community College 
Monson: “McKay [LaSalle] is 
probably the best shooter in the pro- 
gram. He stretches the defense with 
his jump shot and he can make a cou- 
ple threes in a row to break the game 
open.” 


David Samuels 
Junior | Forward. | 6-7 | Collin 
Community College 

Monson: “David [Samuels] gives 
us a versatile forward that can go in- 
side and out, he has post moves and 


‘he can also hit a three and stretch a 


defense that way.” 


Christian Griggs-Williams © 
Junior | Forward’ |: 6-7.| Mesa 
Community College 

Monson: “Christian [Griggs-Wil- 
liams] is more of a’back-to-the-basket 
[player] and gives us another guy 
besides Dan Jennings that can’ score 
down in the post.” ‘ 


Desmond Ross 


Freshman | Guard | 6-3 | Kelis. 


High School 3 Oe get 
Monson: “We are really high on 


[Ross] as a freshman. I think that he is” ., 
a freshman that can help us this year, © 


and he is really our future; he can de- 
fend, he is a good athlete, and he is a 
good offensive player.” 
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Upon his transfer to LBSU last 
January, Lamb expected to reunite 
with and play alongside King, his for- 
mer Monarch teammate who he won a 
Trinity League title with at Mater Dei 
in 2010. 

Instead, King was one of four play- 
ers that did not have their scholarships 
renewed for the 2013-14 season. King 
is now playing at University of Pikev- 
ille, a National Association of Inter- 
collegiate Athletics (NAIA) school in 
Kentucky. 

Even without King, Lamb said he 
has integrated into his new team with 
ease and has already formed close 
friendships with teammates, like point 
guard Mike Caffey, who Lamb fre- 
quently played against as a freshman 
and sophomore at Colony High School 
in Ontario, Calif. 

“We have a sense of family on this 
team, and everybody gets along,” 
Lamb said. “I mean, we argue from 
time to time just like brothers would, 
but ultimately it makes us closer when 
we’re able to respond from adversity 
and work it out.” 

It’s been a year since Lamb last 
competed on the court. He said what 
he’s most looking forward to is getting 
back out there to help his new team 
fulfill its goals of returning to March 
Madness, something they fell short of 
doing last season. 

The season begins this Saturday, 
but Lamb won’t be eligible to play un- 
til around the New Year, which will 
coincide with the beginning of confer- 
ence play. 

Until then, Lamb plans to give his 
knee as much rest and rehabilitation as 
he can to ensure he’s ready to compete 
for the second half of the season. 

“T’m 100 percent confident that 
when it’s that time for me to come 
back out on the court that I’ll be 100 
percent, I’ll be good,” Lamb said. “I 


MCT 


Tyler Lamb (1) faces Arizona while playing for UCLA. Lamb 
almost chose Arizona over the Bruins when he was recruited. 


think the fact that I do have time, until 
December to where I start playing, I 
think that’s going to help me.” 

While Monson fought through vari- 
ous problems with transfer athletes 
last year, he’s embraced Lamb this 
season. 

“IT have to say: that I’ve been re- 
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ally impressed with Tyler,” Monson 
said. “In the first two months here of 
practice, he’s shown leadership, he’s 
showed maturity. For a guy that won’t 
be able to play here for another two 
months, month-and-a-half, whatever 
it is, he’s worked very hard and had a 
really good preseason.” 
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efore last season, the last By MicHAEL Morris 
time the Long Beach ————— : : 
Assistant Sports Editor 


State women’s _ basket- 
ball team played in a national : 
postseason tournament game, Bill Clinton was president, 
nobody knew what an iPhone was and most players on the 
current roster were in elementary school. 

But unlike last year, this team of young versatile play- 
ers. offers a surprising abundance of leadership that one 
wouldn’t expect on a team with just one senior. 

“We experienced heartbreak last year,” head coach Jody 
Wynn said. “It’s really refocused and fueled their motivation 
all offseason up until now. They’ve done a phenomenal job 
of leading the five freshmen. It’s been more of the upper- 
classmen taking hold instead of the coaches having to lead 
every step of the way.” 

Wynn, who is now in her fifth year, has seen a new type 
of leadership mold this team with recently nominated team 
captains Alex Sanchez, Ella Clark and Hallie Meneses. 

“A lot of people can chatter and talk, but if there’s no re- 
spect and no trust, nobody is going to listen,” Wynn said. 
“They’re holding themselves at a higher standard than 

they’ve ever held themselves 


to, so the leadership is more 
respectable.” 
The 49ers finished last 


season with a 16-16 record, 


They’re holding earning an at-large bid in 
the Women’s National In- 

themselves to a vitational Tournament that 
higher standard than = Proven! them to a close, 
ard-fought game against 

they’ve ever held Utah. The Utes eventually 


fell to Drexel in last year’s 


themselves to, so the — wnit championship game. 
leadership is more 


Although the preseason 
poll has them projected for a 


respectable. fourth-place finish in the Big 
West, Wynn said she and her 


— Jody Wynn : staff expect even more from 


head coach this year’s unit. 
“We're working every day 


to get better for March,’ *she 

said. “To take a step forward 
every day, and if we do hit adversity, find a way to overcome 
that hurdle without it turning into a deeper trench hole.” 

Injuries have become one of these hurdles that the 49ers 
consistently face. 

Fortunately for LBSU, the backcourt of Sanchez and 
Meneses will be reunited once again after Meneses spent 
all of last season on the sidelines because of an ACL injury. 

“My goal is to look like I never tore my ACL,” said Men- 
eses. “That’s always what I’m going to be working hard for. 
I’m getting there. Not too happy yet. Not too satisfied. But 
that’s definitely one of my goals.” 

The last time Sanchez — who finally had an offseason 
that was rehab-free — and Meneses were on the court to- 
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Alex Sanchez stares down a defender in a game against Arizona. Sanchez is a key returner this year. 


EYES ON THE PRIZE 


This year’s 49ers are in better shape than ever to take the Big West title. 


gether during season play, they 
——-..._ helped lead the 49ers to the Big 
West tournament finals. 

“They play really well to- 
gether,” Wynn said. “Last year without Hallie, Alex had 
to shoulder much of the responsibility as far as decision- 
making and handling the pressure. Having them play side- 
by-side, they can bounce off of each other. They are two 
phenomenal young women that are great leaders, and I’m 
just excited to have them out on the court at the same time.” 

Unfortunately 
for LBSU, the same 
can’t be said for ju- 
nior forward Devin 
Hudson. Hudson 
has been dealing 
with leg injuries, 
and there is no time- 
table for her return. 
Hudson was an 
important piece of 
the team last year 
and earned an All- 
Big West honorable 
mention nod. 

Bianka Balthazar 
and Chantel Dooley 
will also be out to 
start the season. 

An additional 
distinction that 
separates this team 
from those of the 
past is the num- 
ber of player’s who 
don’t call California 
home. Freshmen 
Madison Montgom- 
ery and Bree Throop are from Colorado, freshman Raven 
Benton is from Washington, senior Jade Wilson is from 
Arizona and junior Ella Clark is from London, where she 
competes for her senior national team. 

“I can bring them home because I’m closer. I want to 
make sure they don’t get homesick,” said Sanchez, who is 
‘from Anaheim. “Just make sure our team stays together 
when we hit adversity. And at the same time, do what I can 
do to win games, win championships and take my team to 
the NCAA [tournament].” 

But before they get to that tournament, they’ll have to 
prove themselves worthy with their play on the court. 

Their first game is set for Friday at California, the first 
of three consecutive road games before LBSU plays host to 
Loyola Marymount on Saturday, Nov. 23. 

“I expect us to compete and give full effort every time 
we take the court,” Wynn said. “I am excited and looking 
forward to the versatility and the depth and the overall com- 
petition that is displayed every day in practice.” 


and will be an asset in the paint. 
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Jade Wilson (5) is LBSU’s only senior 
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schedule nc 


Date Opponent Time 


11/8 atCalifornia 6 p.m. 
11/15 at Nevada 6:30 p.m. 
11/17 at San Francisco 2 p.m. 
11/23 vs.LoyolaMarymount 4p.m. 
11/30 vs. Pepperdine 2 p.m. 
12/01 vs. Nebraska-Omaha 2 p.m. 
ARIZONA STATE CLASSIC 
12/7 vs. Harvard TBA 
12/8 vs.ASU/Sacred Heart TBA 
12/13 vs.SanDiego - 7 p.m. 
12/17 vs. Miami (Ohio) 7 p.m. 
BEACH CLASSIC 
12/20 vs. Richmond 5 p.m. 
12/21 Beach Classic 7 p.m. 
12/28 at USC 2 p.m. 
1/5 vs. Denver 2 p.m. 
1/9 vs. UC Irvine 4 p.m. 
1/11 atUC Davis 2 p.m. 
1/16 vs.UC Santa Barbara 7 p.m. 
1/18 vs. Cal Poly 4 p.m. 
1/25 atCalState Northridge 4p.m. 
1/30 __—-vs. Hawaii 7 p.m. 
2/1 at Cal State Fullerton 6 p.m. 
2/6 at UC Irvine 5 p.m. 
2/8 vs. UC Riverside 4 p.m. 
2/13 atUC Santa Barbara 7 p.m. 
2/15 at Cal Poly 4 p.m. 
2/20 vs. UC Davis 7 p.m. 
2/27 ~~ at Hawaii 9 p.m. 


3/1 vs. Cal State Fullerton 4p.m. 
3/6 vs. Cal State Northridge 7 p.m. 
3/8 at UC Riverside 7 p.m. 


Key Games _,,., 


Dec. 13 vs. San Diego 
The Toreros received votes in the 


USA Today preseason poll and will 
provide a good barometer for the 49ers as 
conference play nears. 


c Jan. 18 vs. Cal Poly 
J LBSU’s first game against pre- 


season favorite Cal Poly will give 
everybody.a good idea of where The Beach 
stands in the Big West Conference. 


Feb. 27 at Hawaii 


A road test in paradise could have 
major implications for Big West 
Tournament seedings. The Wahine were 
picked to finish second in the conference. 


March 6 vs. Cal State Northridge 
Senior Day will feature a key game 
for the 49ers. The teams finished 


one point apart in the preseason poll, and 
things could end up just as close in reality. 


Preseason Poll 


1. Cal Poly 177 (17) 
2. Hawaii 159 (3) 
3. Cal State Northridge 121 
4. LONG BEACH STATE 120 
5. UC Santa Barbara 100 
6. UC Davis 72 
7. Cal Sate Fullerton 59 
8. UC Irvine 54 
9. UC Riverside 38 


First-place votes in parenthesis 


~~ 
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